eae ee 


e 


ta 


Ex 


§ 
3 
aed 

A] 
8 
Sd 


S 


| By Edwnd Chifoull, B. D. Chaplain in 
” .. Ordinary to Her Majetty. - as 
Publi ra by Her Majefties Special Command, ok 


LONDON: 


nted for 7 Round, at ‘Senec ae Hea ds at 
 Exchange-Ally, 4912, 


(i 


mg 


4 wee Avenge nok your ut falvesans 


mo HE Precept of this Texts tho” 


Tseétion of Piety and Charity, of Duty 
to God, and Good Will towards Men, 


is yet diftinguith’d from the reft by a 


remarkable tender comps ation ‘with 
which it 1s introduc’d, together with 


a very folemn charge by which it 1s 
concluded. Dearly Beloved, fays St. 
Paul, avenge not your felves ; but. rather 


give place unto Wrath: for it is written, 


_ Vengeance is mines I will repays faith | 


the Lord. As if he had faid; “* You 


in the Worlds I conjure you by 


As one 


in company of many other, | 
which tend to the higheft Per- 


_ “ Chriftians of Rome, the place of the — 
_ § belt Senfe, as well as beft Manners — 


that Love which I bear towards. 
you, and confequently by that Love — 
oe you fhould All bear towards - 
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- be read 


“Rvil. This isa juft Paraphrafe of 


one another; -Be not your own 


“* Judges, much lefs your own Exe- 


cutioners, in a cafe of Quarrel. 
Should fuch unfortunately happen, 
give place immediately to your own; 
and, till Redrefs can regularly be 
had, to your Brother’s Wrath. For 
remember that ‘tis no bare plaufible 
Opinion, no verbal Report, nor 
current [radition of Religion, that 
Vengeance is God's Prerogative. No: 
"tis plainly written, and daily may 

in Holy Scripture, that Uhis 
Eternally belongs to Him. If any 
manner of Ketaliation be ever ne- 
ceflary, He affumes that folely to 
Himfete ‘Accordingly He has com- 


mitted an Authority to His Vice- 


gerents upon Earth, impowering 


them to bear the Sword, to bear it 
not in vain; but to execute Wrath 


in His Name, and by regular courfe 
of Juftice, upon every one that 
deeth, upon every one that {peaketh 


oe 
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our Apoftle’s Precept : by Him un- 


doubtedly diretted againft all Cafes of 
— Quarrel ; and thereupon abfolutely 


enjoyning, that, for the greateft In- 


jury receiv d, no private Perfon fhould 


prefume to return the leaft. With how 
much more reafon then, may this In- 


jundicen now be urg‘d, againft thofe 


_who exact the greateft Punifhment for 


the leaft Offence ? Thofe, who by 


_ their own, unauthoriz‘d Sentence, for 
every petty Difference in Word or 


Deed, immediately condemn their Ad- 
verfary to capital Punifhment : nor 


this only, but they are fo favage as to 
execute it with their own hand. This 


is that pernicious practice, which by 


perverting an Inftitution once intend- 


_ ed for a Juftifiable and Noble End, is 
_ now falfly known by the Name of Duel. 


= 


This is that wild decifion of the pri- 


_ vate Sword : that effort of miftaken 
_ and unmanly Courage ; exerted always 
_ againft true Honour which it boafts fo 


i much, as well as againft true Religion | 
which it little minds. Could 
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- Could the truth of thefe Reflexions - 
shave been engraven deeply, as they 
ought, in the Mind of every well-bred 
Perfon ; or, in default of this, could 
they be bound upon all Mens Memory, 
by fome wholfom Law ; fo Great a 
Man had not now fall’n in Jfrael': So 
Unfeafonable, as well-as Black, a Tra- 
gedy, had not now wounded the Ears, 
both of Prince, and People : The 
Hand which to Foreign Courts was 
commiffion’d with the Olive Branch had 
not now fill’d them,fo untimely, with a 
contrary Surprize: The Blood of War 
had not been now Jfhed in Peaces nor 
Abner died a a Fool dieth. ps) 

_ It may not be amifs therefore totake 
fome feafonable advantage of thefe fad 
Impreffions. While every Generous. 
Breaft is now preaching to it felf, and 
deploring, in many lively Thoughts, 
the Mifchiefs of ungovern’d Rage ; | 
humbly propofe the colle@ting of all 
thefe under one diftin@ view : and that 
bythe advantagé of our Apoftle’s Rule ; 
Ce VR a at Avenge 
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_ Avenge not your felves. . To this end I 

-thall confine my felf tothe Two Heads 
have already hinted, and fhall en- 
deavour in the following Difcourfe to. 


Pet. Tho the Avenging not ourfelues is 
really confiftent with true Honour : 

KI. hot the contrary cannot pofftbly be 
 confiftent with true Religion, +0.) 


1. Therefore I am to thew, That. 

the Avenging not ourfelves is a Thing 
really confiftent with true Honour. In 
order to this, it will here be proper 
to obferve, that true Honour is either 
_ Natural or Givil ; or that which, being 
founded in one or both of thefe, may 
term'd Perfonal Honour. Natural 
~ Honour is that which belongs to every 
‘Man, ashe is a Rational Creature ; 
ashe is thehigh Offspring, Image, and ~ 
“Similitude of God his Maker} and 
_confequently as he is invefted with a 
: 7 certain 
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certain State and Dignity of Nature, 
refulting from fo great an Excellence. 

Civil Honour is that which belongs to 
Men, as they are Members of a Com- 
munity, and as, by the Conftitution 
of any Regular Government, they are 
united under one Sovereign Head. For 
on Sovereign Heads God, who. is the 
Author of all Order, has from Him- 
felf deriv’d, together with their Au- 
thority, a plenitude of Worldly Ho- 
nour. And from hence, as from its 
frit Fountain in this World, Honour 
is again deriv'd, according to the Fa- 
vour and Wifdom of the Prince, by 
different channels, to all Ranks of 
Men: in large and noble Streams to 
thofe who are next the Throne, but 
_ in proportions’ ftill lefS and lefs te 
- thofe who are fartheft from it. Perfo- 
nal Honour is that Mark of Value and 
Efteem which, in the Eye of the 
World, every Perfon is entitled to, 

who adorns any ftate of Life to which 


he is call d ; or anfwersany Obligation 
| which | 


Bea 
u 


~ which is expected from him. It is 
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the fame thing with Honesty, as it 


proceeds from our own inward Senfe of 
Duty ; but.as it arifes fromthe Senfe 
of Mankind, obferving how we acquit 
this, it isthe fame with Reputation, 
 . Of thefe three forts of Honour we 


may obferve, That the: two former are 


clear and certain, while the latter 


only is the quarrelfom and difputed 
Right... Natural Honour is plainly 


feen in the right Reafon, the fair 
Difcourfe, and open Countenance of a 


Man. Civil Honour eminently is di- 


ftinguifh’d by the Titles and Privi- 


— leges which it claims. But Perfonal 
Honour, having no true open Teft, 
ot Mark of its Reality ; is therefore 
always meafur'd by two very fallaci- 
ous Rules, our own, and other Men’s 


Opinion... : 


ae 
tat 
‘ : BY 


Again; The Honour of the two 


former more eftablifh’d forts has 


% 


fall’n under our Apoftle’s Care: Naz- 


tural Honour, in that. Precept by 


be ed 
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which he commands us to Honour. all 
Men; and Civil Honour in that known 
Paflaze where he reminds us of pay- 
ing Honour to whom Honour is due. But 
as for Perfonal Honour, ’tis that for 
which St. Paul was not at all Sollici- 
_ tous. Heenjoins us indeed to Merit 
ity by providing things Honeft in the 
fight of all Men: Bat the Payment of 
it is what He advifes us to overlook ; 
efteeming each other better than ourfelves ; 
and in Honour preferring one ano 
Raa ONION OU) Gaia he Mean 
This being the ‘cafe, it cannot: be 
enough deplor’d, that againft the Rea- 
fon of the Thing, and the Advice of 
fo good a Judge. the Certain fhould be 
fo often Sacrifie’d to the Uncertain Hon- 
our: ‘Phat the high undoubted Honour 
of buman Nature, together with the 
Honours of the Civil State, thould be 
defac’d in the Quarrels of that: Perfo- 
nal Honour, which is fo liable to. Que- 
{tion and Difpute. Very liable indeed 
it is to innumerable Queftions 4 | 
9 Ga  Dif- 
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Difputes 3 and thefe very often drawn 
into unhappy »Confequence. The 
Reafon is, becaufe fome Men call 


their own Pride end their own Ree 


venge by the Name of Honour ; and 
fo require more Degrees,:and more 
—Inftances of Honour than to. their 
Perfon and Chara&ter belong. And _ 
_ many again on the other fide, through 
Malice‘and Hl Manners, are apt to 
-with-hold that Honour which ‘is ano- 


_ther’s due. But whenever good Men’ 
underftand themfelves and their own 


Rank aright, they know toothat they 


ate, on all fides, carefully fecur’d from 
every Degree of Injury, or Affront. 


_ For nothing affecting their good Name, - 
and, by means of their Name, their 


— Intereft, can ever be bafely thrown 


upon them > but the Law, in fuch 
_ cafes, has provided a proper Remedy. | 
_ Here only lies the unhappy Difficulty; 
that Men of Birth afie& a Military 
Character; And with thofe of Mili- 


tary CharaCter its irkfome to wait the. 
Pe B32 — Verd¥tt 
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Verdict of the Law. Courage i is one 
great Ingredient of good Souldiery : 
‘And it might feem to: Impeach their 
Courage fhould they attempt their 
Vindication by thofe formal Steps. 
With them therefore it is too frequent 
to become their own Avengers 5 and 
to Summon, at all Adventures, the 
Guilty, and Not Guilty Party, to the 
Tryalof the Sword. Which refolute 
and enormous Pafs when any one has 
once rafhly made; he has, in that 
very faét, renouncd his Remedy in the 
Law ; and with that too his Honour 
which the Law infures him. It con- 
cerns therefore his yet faultlefs Adver- 
fary not to be fo Prodigal of bis; but 
‘to endeavour, accordiag to Str. Paul’s 
very Zealous: Admonition, if it be pof- 
fible, and as much as in him lieth, to 
keep the Peace. For Jet no Man ima- 
gine that his Courage oaly 1s con- 
eernd to Guard him againtt thefeat- 
tacks. Conduct as well as Courage 
As the Souldiers Characters and his 
ee | Condit 
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Gondue may be rea: lly fhewn in extri- 
cating himfelf dextroufly froma Per- 
fonal.. Rencounter, as well as from 
_ Superior. Numbers, or an Ambuth in 
the Field,.:. To hie purpofe rie may. 
employ a Witty, a Difereet, or. (if 
that is not all Mens Tal ent) a Soft 
-well-manner’d Anfmer : Solomon's ape 
provd Remedy tor turning away the 
fiercest Wrath. Befides this, fome re- 
markable difparity of the Stakes may 
not unoften, and not improperly, be 
obferv’d. “A Man may fairly plead 
the greater importance of his Life, 
and the fuperior value of his Perfon, 
as to Fortune, or. Education, or, the 
Service of his Prince. And fo his 
 Givil Honour, inftead. of « falling with 
his Perfonal, thall come in very fea- 
 fonably to. its Succour and Relief. 
But after all, if unavoidable hazard. 
of Lafe, and extreme Violence thall 
 enfue, this at laft is an attack upen 
the Natural Honour of a Man ; and 
) a will prefcatly excule Him. who. has 
4 way ‘d 
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wae: it with ‘his utmof Care: With 
Him the cafe then alters from Duel to 
Self-Defence. He is then under the 
moft unfortunate Neceffity of Killing 
or being Kill’d: And which, in the 
_ fore-ftated Circumftances, is the leaft 
of thote two Evils, not’ Conftience, 

but Nature is the Judge. | 
‘Thus much in deference to the: 
Sword, and to thofe who wear it, as_ 
they ought , in’ Defence of their 
Prince, their Country, and Thems 
felves, But it muft here be carefule 
ly remember'd' that Religion permits 
no farther. If ftern Military Honour 
is not? fatisfy’d with thiss if it ftill 
refolutely ‘infifts that One muft as 
rafhly Accept, as Another has rafhly 
—Challeng’ds if both mutt neceffarily 
meet with equal Impatience, and with 
mutual thirft of Blood, we cannot then — 
confent to change Right i into Wrong, 
nor Subfcribe' to’ an Hanove of this’ 
imaginary Sort. On the contrary we’ 
defire them to obferve that this is cef- 
tainly 
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tainly an Honour which never proceeded 
from God ; but which cometh of Men 
only: And this, not of all Men nei- 
ther; not of the Good, the Wife, the 
truly Great; but only of fome few 
among that valiant Rank, eftablifhing 
ftrange Maxims to themfelves, To 
them therefore it may be reply’d in the 
‘Language of the Gofpel, Ye Honour 
yourfelves ; your Honour is nothing. But 
detthem go again to our Saviour, as we 
tead their Predeceflors did; and by 
him they will be told their Duty in 
_ three very proper Inftances: Do Vio- 
dence tono Man : neither accufe any falfe~ 
ty: and be content with your Wages. 
Let thofe old InftruGtions be ftill care- 
_ fully obferv’d: Let us all learn from 
_ the Souldiers Charge, to know our 
_ felves, to remember our Condition, 
and, under that Guard, to be inoffen- 
__ tive both in Word and Deed ; and then 
_ we fhall have no wahappy occafion for 
_ infifting on their new Principles of 
Honour, Other Principles of Hon- 
mi. our 


16 A sermon Freach'a 


our will then take Place; Principles 
which will be allow'd asfoon as heard); 
and which need neither the Wifdom 
of Solomon, nor the Authority of Holy 
Scripture for ftamping them with the 
Mark of Truth. Such is that of the 
Proverbs (16. 22%.) He that is flow to 
Anger is better than the Mighty: And he 
toat ruleth his Spirit, than be that taketh 
aGity. Andagain (19. 15.) Thedif- 
cretion of a Man. deferreth bis Anger: 
And it is bis Glory to pafs over a:Tranf- 
grefion. Thus much therefore for the. 
firft Part of, the Difcourfe, in which 
the Avenging not ourfelues wasto be. re- 
prefented.as really coufiftent with true 
Honour.:, Buty»: tet. Pau! 


AL. We are now farther to obferve, 
Lhat the contrary is indeed abfolutely incon- 
fijtent with True Religion. And here a 
— new Procefs mult begin. We pafs now 
from the Difhonour, to the Ilrreligion 
ofa Duel A Black and heavy-Charge 
is now neceflary to be. drawn up: ¥et 

this, 
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- this, as a determent only from what 
‘may hereafter happen: Not as an 
Atraignment of any one paft Offender, 
from the beginning of the World. To 
the Dead, :to thofe who are irrecover- 
ably fall’n: by this, or any other Sin, 

we have no Commifhon. They are 
inthe Hands of an Allemerciful and 
All-juft God : They. are receiv'd 
into a State that will never change : 
They are as much beyond our 
_ Cenfure, as they are incapable of 
our Relief. But the Living, the 
Living, they perhaps may hear, 
and be preferv’d from the horrible 
_ Guilt we arenow impleading. For if 
~ Men can poffibly be adjur'd by all the 
~ Good of this, or of the other World ; 
_ by their Relation totheir Family, their 
_ Country, or-their Prince ; by their In- 
 tereft in God, and the Value of their 
immortal Soul; Thefe, all thefe, are 
_ the Confiderations that fhould reftrain 
them, when under.a Temptation to 
this Crime. A Crime indeed we cail 
it, though ‘tis a Complication of 

Bi A Crimes, 
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rimes, many more than One : No 
lefs than Murder, and Self-Murder, 
and the Ageravations of them Both. 
“Tis true, the etfe@ of Duelling is not 
always. quite fo. Tragical 3, becaufe: 
there is a good Providence which Go- 
verns the World, and and which re- 
ftrains the Sons of Violence from the: 
evil they are:ready to commit. But 
while each aims with Fury at the-Life: 
of:each,. they Both have Reafon to. 
expect what. Both intend. Though: 
therefore the Event be fometimes lefs,) 
yet.the Guilt of the whole ought al-' 
ways’ to.be. fully charg’di:. And. this, 
as it.may be drawn up inithe two fol-. 
jJowing Particulars: Firfh, Thaty by: 
attempting. to. commit a Murder, the. 
Duellift alurps Ged’s. vindiGive Juftice 
inthis World. And. Secondly that iby’ 
rifquing. a Self-murder. He defies the 
dame Juftice on -himfelf inthe World. 
feces. 0G) iat. volgen het 
_. First, By attempting tocommita Mur: ° 
der, the Duelliftufurps God’s Vindidtive' 
Juftice inthis World. Vengeance,or Vin- 
phe ate dittive 


%, 
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: Bidtis 2 Juttice, is the infliction oF dite 
— Panil (hment upon ‘all Offences, moré- ~ 
: yea fuch, as are intolerable to 
the Order, and Society of the World. 
Bort now God being, in Truth, 'the 
_ Proprietor of the World, and the Au. 
* thor of that Order in which ” tis fettled, 
_ He therefore, as fuch, lays claitn fo 
- Wengeance , as to ‘his own. fingular 
_ Prerogative. This St. Paul obferves 
in the Verfe of the Text, from’ fonte | 
_ +Affertions of that kind in Déiiterontomy : 
_ ‘And from the fame it is, that the like 
_ Obfervaticn is made by David s who 
_ once Prays to God in vertue of this 
 ‘Attribaté; redoubling the Expreffion ; 
_ and thereby declaring the peculiar 
— Right which God has to Verigeance, 
| OGod, fays he, to whom Vengeance be- 
o longeth < Thou God to whom Veneeance be- 
— Dongeth, fhew thy felf Now when Ven- 
_ geance is to be executed upon ary one 
whole Nation, God ufually exerts this, 
either by the Arms of fome Neigh- 
oe People, or by with-holding 
Pe aoe 
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the Fruits ofthe Earth, or by infeGiag 

the Air with Sicknefs ; Whence we 
have thofe three Inftances of God’s 
Vengeance, fo often mentioned in Holy 
Scripture, the Sword, the Famine, or 
the Peftilence. But when the fame 
Divine Vengeance is due not to Nati- 
tions, but to Perfons ; then God has 
committed Vengeance, in efpecial 
Truft, to thofe who, in any Nation, 
are the. Vicegerents of his Power, 
_ Thefe therefore are defcribed by St. 
"Paul as the Minifters of God, bearing the 
Sword not in vain: but as Revengers to 
execute Wrath upon bim that doth Evil, 
Upon, this»Account it is that God's 
Juftice and Honour are both Safe when 
his. Prerogative. is thus confin’d to 
‘Hands.of his own.appointment. + The 
Judgment they thall give is for that 
- Reafon acknowledg’d. in Holy. Scrip- 
-ture:to be, not theirs, but God’ s, >And 
this mot: improperly,: becaufe they, 
like. Mofes the.firft. Sovereign of the 
Jewith People;are-in the ftead of — | 


se s LY tia! 
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Nor this only, butin-a-Phrafe of. the’ 
Old Teftament, obferv’d by our Blef- 
fed Saviour, they. are call'd. exprefly 
Gods. But now how enormous mut 
the thing appear, for.any private, but 

_ revengeful, Perfon, to call. himfelf 
God, to put himfelf in the Stead. of 
God, and to execute the Fudgment which 
is God's, in Derogation to all regular 

_ Authority -for fo doing ? How. flagi- 
 tiousis the Crime, of venturing on this 
High Treafon againft the Majeity of 

_ Heaven, and defacing God’s Image, 
 notonly not with, but againft his ex- 
prefs Command ? For certainly as much 

_ Difference as there is betwixt. Right 
and Wrong, True and Falfe, Good > 
and Evil, fo much there likewife is 
_ betwixt Blood regularly and irregular- 
ly Spilt..» When Blood is {pilt regular-. 
ly, whether it bethe Blood of War, as 
_ the Scripture terms it, or whether it 
_.be the Blood of Civil Juftice; the 
_ uantity.of this, though never fo 
great, though never fo {hocking ta the 
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Hye of Pity, yét ts ‘not, for all that, 
offentive to right Reafon : Ie makes no 
cry, no clamout, ‘no appeal in its owa 
Defence. But on the contrary, when 
the Blood but of one fiagle Life is 
fpilt upon the ‘Ground irregularly,’ it 
never ceates erying from: thence to 
Heaven, and calling for Vengeaitce 
upon the thedder of ite Thus-it was 
in the Cafe of the firft Murder; that 
of ‘Abel: And thus was occafion given: 
te that friG notorious Law; hot de- 
-clat’d by God, like others of the Old 

- Teftament, to one Natiow only, but 
by Him promuly ‘duniverfally to-all the 
-Sonsof Adams He that peddeth Man's 
Blood, by ,Man foall bis Blood be hed. 
By Man > thal ll his Blood be thed.’ The 
Expreffion is very remarkable; and 
implies, that this Original Law is no 
bare Declaration of God's: Pleafure. 
It isnot one of thofe matters which 16 
ordinarily referv’d for the Inquiry of 
the Great Day, and the Judgment of 
the a to come, ‘No: Ttisa Law 
which 
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Pati the Sovereign Greator will have 
executed in this:prefent Life... In pura. 
-fuance of this*therefore Mam is. ful ly 
~ Eommiffion’ d to inguire for the Blood 
of Man. And whenever there is: any. 
-failure:in the uoof, this Inquifition ; 
_ either becaufe the! Fat did:notiappear! 
or, the Fat appearing, becaufe Juftice 
was perverted’; there, we fee, Ged 
_ often. fteps: in. ‘Himfelt’; and! ftirs up 
the Handiof fome private: Perfon; to 
execute thatcWrath which the ‘Publick: 
has:not vduly.done « And thus; by. the _ 
 fecret Methods. of: his’ Juftice;: He 
_ punifhes: perhaps. ‘two. Perfons: who. 
_have efcap'd the Laws: of Men; -the 
— Murderer, and the Murdered, for their: 
proper Sins. No thoughtful ‘Perfon 
ean have liv'dilong in this World) but 
- Hemuft have made frequent’ Obferva- 


tions of this Nature to himfelf:. And» — 


for the fame. Reafon He muft have 
-call’d to mind likewifecanother remark: : 
able Expreflion of Holy- ‘Seriprure, - 
: Uh vinden the. Bers owigs Man Shall: 
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not live out half his Days. Some indeed 
there are, who like the Firft Murderer, 
are Exceptions to the Fatt of this. 
Bucthen, like-Him too, they are fad 
Monuments ofits Truth in another 
Senfe. For they carry within their 
Breaft a never ceafing Punifhment; 
and futfer, even by their own Sentence, 
Ten Thoufand Deaths. They lead 
an uneafy Life, to which they ac- 
knowledge they have no Right: And 
becaufe they are flain by no Man, they 
think everye Man. fhall flay them.. 
Strange ! that fo many. fad Examples: 
fhould not: Pall, this inhuman. Appe- 
tite; and cure every Pafhonate aven- 
ger of his Thirft for blood | | 
But fince this will not do; Let 
- fuch an One but ftep to any Court of 
Juftice ; thofe more efpecially which 
are held fo laudably in this Land, | 
There let himobferve with what form 
the Magiftrate proceeds againft the 
Life of the moft notorious Criminal. 
Let him there take notice with what 
. ‘ : Patience, 


ff ; 
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“Patience, and what TendernefS, eve- 
fy ftep is made. Let him confider 
how the Country attends, the Jury 
 ¥nquires, the Judge often Reprieves, 
and the Sovereign fometimes remits © 


the Sentence: And all this, forno — 


‘ other Reafon, but ‘becaufe They arefo 
- muchafraid of doing Juftice unjuftly ; 

and becaufe They heartily Subicribe to 
that good old Heathen admonition: 
Concerning’ the Life and Death of Man, 
_ no'tarrying can poffibly be too long. Let 
now the moft implacable Man of Hon- 
our but duly weigh all this, in his 
 ealm’and better Thoughts; And then 
Tet him fay, with what Honour’ He 
ean rafhly fpill one Drop of human 
_ Blood, which God’s Minifter always | 
 fpills with fo much fear and caution. 
_ With what Honour we demand, as well 
as with what Confcience, can He, do 
this? For we may now clofe this 
Point with-a Reflexion that recalls that 
_ Notion ; and which joins Difhonour 
_ to Irreligion in the cafe of Blood, The 

D Reflesion 
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Reflexion I mean is that of Jacob, as 
now lying on his Death-Bed, and the 
Twelve famous Patriarchs ftanding 
round about him. The good old Man 
was then taking his laft leave, and di- 
ftributing his refpective Bleflings to all 
‘his Sons. But two of thefe having 
been fometime guilty of a cruel 
flaughter, the very found: of their. 
Names, and the remembsance of fo 
Black a Guilt, diforder’d the Patri- 
arch in his laft Minutes. It occafion’d 
therefore his intermixing even a Curfe 
among thofe famous Bleffings; and, 
his dying with a memorable Protefta- 
tion, not only againft the Wickednefs; 
but .the Difhonour of the Fad. Si. 
meon and Levi, faid. He, are Brethren? 
Instruments of Cruelty are in their: Habi- 
tations. O my Soul, come not thou into 
theiy Secret - unto their Affembly mine 
Honour be not thou united: For in their 
Anger they flew a Man ---- Curfed be 
thew Anger for it was fierce: and their 
Wrath for it was cruel Gen. 49. §, 6, 7: 
| | ee his 
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| T his: was that Firft Degree of Guilt 
which is to be beige upon every 
‘Duelist when’ He engages in that rath 


Attempt: viz. That by attempting 


— tocommit a Marder, He ufurps God’s 
Vindi tive Juftice in this World. - | 


~The Second, which in the fame Cir- 
Riinttances isto be charg’d upon him, is 


of another Nature : viz. That by rifqu- 


_ gng a Self-Murder, He defies the fame 
Juftice on Himfelf in theW orld to come. 
For mapee fudden Death‘ be not al- 
ways the Effedty yet "tis always the 
Chance of Duel; And therefore who- 
_ ever caufelefly runs the rifque of this, 
_ is, by Interpretation, a Self-Murder- 
Det, guilty of deferting the Poft of 
Life in unrepented Sin. Life is no 
-Man’s. Property: It is given us with 


-feveral Conditions and Relations, 


_ which we can never- abfolutely Dif- 
_ charge; and for that Reafon it is not 
ftrictly to be efteemed our own. Stria- 
vy it is hot our own, bur? fi 


hed 2 i. * Whofe 
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“Whofe Support and Education is En- 
tail’d upon us, and which can never 
be abandon’d but by a Crime worfe 
than Infidelity. Again 5 Strictly it .1s 
‘not our own, but Sovereign's: under 
- whoie Shadow we are Protected, and 
to whon) we are Reciprocally Indebted 
the Duty and Service of Good Sub- 
jects. Above all, it is not firiGtly our 
own, but God's. Gods; who has com- 
mitted. Life to All, as a State of 
Stewardfhip; and asa State of Iry- 
al. . A State of Stewardthip, which 
we mutt not quit without accounting : 
And a State of Tryal, which our 
Great Judge only knows when it may 
‘be fafely clos’d, . For thefe Reafons 
itis, that every caufelefs Defertion of 
—ouc, Station, and Poft in Life, muft 
appear a very heinous Crime: How 
_much more fo, when Rebellion is ad- 
- ded to Defertion, and to the quitting 
of the good Things of this World, a 
defiance, of all the: Evil, of the next. 
Yet fuch is the Cafe of Him, wha 
Oe ee ae Ee eS 
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guns upon ose Sword, while He draws 
another ;. and in his, own, as well as _ 
Brothers. Perfon, breaks that. Com-_ 
mand of God ; “ Thou fhalt nox kill. 
_ He who breaks. this by Afurde- ftands 
in need. undoubtedly of a very .evere 


Repentance: But: He who breaks it 


by Self- Murder too, excludes the ftill 
greater Repentance. which he needs. 


For Repentance being a thorough 


change of Mind, a. Man, in. that laft 


. revengeful, Minute, has neither an 
_ Opportunity, nor a Difpofition for 
_ fuch a.Change. Far from either. of 


 thefe,. the Sun is like to godown for ever 


upon bis Wrath : He ventures to leave 
_ the World Unforgiving, and Unforgiv- 
en; involv din three horrible Things 
__ which we pray ‘againit ; Battel, ond 


_ Murder, and Sudden\Desth, 9). 
__. But thefe are melancholy Reflexions, 
fitter for Meditation than Difcourfe. 
__ What hinders then, but that. we recur, 
_ for a comfortable Conélufion, to that 
_ moft Excellent, always feafonable In- 


firuction 
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frruction of our Lord s Prayer ? “There 
we may freely ask the forgtvenefs of 
our sreatest Faults ; if we never difqua- 
lify ourfelves; by refufing ‘to forgive 
our Neighbour. ‘There we may humbly 
pray, that God would never lead us in- 
to this great Temptation: or, if for our 
Sins ‘He thould fuffer this, that He 
would deliver us from the Evil which 

attends it, For His, and not ours, is 
the Kingdom. He'is the Sovereign 
Judge of all the World : the Proprie- 
tor of ours, and’our Brother's Life. 
His, and not ours, isthe Power. On 
Him alone we muft depend for Ju- 
ftice, Able, as He is ready, to revenge 
our Quarrel. His, and not ours, is 
the Glory. Glory, as well as Venge- 
ance, Eternally is his Prerogative : - 
_ And there is no Tiwe Honour but that 
| pene «Naat from Him, 
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